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Q3. What is your impression of Japan?

Copyright© 2026 East Asia Institute. All Rights Reserved.

(%)

1. Rise in South Koreans’ Favorable 
Impressions of Japan

• South Koreans’ favorable 

impressions of Japan, trust in 

Japan, and assessments of 

current Korea–Japan relations 

are all on an upward trend.

• Favorable impressions have 

risen every year since 

bottoming out in 2020.
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Q3. What is your impression of South Korea?
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(%)

2. Improvement in Japanese Public’s 
Impressions of South Korea

• Favorable impressions increased by 

10.5% from the previous year, 

recovering from the decline 

recorded in 2025.

• The degree of fluctuation is smaller 

than in South Korea (24% vs. 42%).

• The improvement trend is weaker 

than in South Korea.

• In other words, the momentum for 

improvement is relatively weak.
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3. Factors Behind the Rise in Favorable 
Impressions of Japan

❶ Bottom-up factors

- Experience visiting Japan

- Impression of the Japanese leader: the Japanese government’s policies and attitude toward South Korea; remarks on 

historical issues

- Consumption of Japanese popular culture

⇒ Direct and indirect contact with Japan at the individual level; perceptions of national character ( perceptions of Japan 

shaped by traditional media and formal education)

❷ Top-down factors

- Impression of the Japanese leader: the Japanese government’s policies and attitude toward South Korea; attitudes and 

remarks on historical issues; Ishiba ⇒ Takaichi

- Growing perception of the threat from China



4. Factors Behind the Rise in Japanese     
Favorable Impressions of South Korea

❶ Bottom-up factors

- Experience visiting South Korea

- Consumption of Korean popular culture

⇒ Direct and indirect contact with South Korea at the individual level ( perceptions of South Korea shaped by traditional media and 

formal education)

❷ Top-down factors

① Impression of the political leader (& perceptions of South Korean politics):

- Sharp decline in 2025:

Perceptions of political instability and democratic backsliding following martial law/impeachment;

Negative perceptions stemming from President Lee Jae Myung’s critical remarks and conduct toward Japan during his time 
as opposition leader

- Rebound in 2026:

Rapid stabilization of South Korean politics;

Improved impressions of President Lee Jae Myung through Korea–Japan shuttle diplomacy

② South Korean government’s attitude toward Japan = continuity with the previous administration’s policy line

③ Korea–Japan economic cooperation
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Statistically Significant Variables 
Logit Coeffici

ent

Average Marginal 

Effect
Interpretation

Experience Visiting Japan
(Scale 0-1)

1.559***

(.173)

.246***

(.026)

On average, respondents who have visited Japan have a 24.6 percentage-point hig

her predicted probability of holding a positive impression of Japan than those who h

ave not visited Japan.

Impression of Japanese Leader 
(Scale 1-5)

.825***

(.087)

.123***

(.011)

For a one-unit increase in positive impressions of the Japanese leader, the predicted p

robability of holding a positive impression of Japan increases by an average of 12.3%

p. When the impression of the Japanese leader increases from the lowest level (1 = n

egative impression) to the highest level (5 = positive impression), the predicted probab

ility of holding a positive impression increases from 30.5% to 83.4%, an increase of a

pproximately 52.9%p.

Consumption of Japanese Popular C

ulture

(Scale 1-5)

.527***

(.058)

.079***

(.008)

For a one-unit increase in the level of consumption of Japanese popular culture, the pr

edicted probability of holding a positive impression increases by an average of 7.9%p. 

When the level of consumption increases from the lowest to the highest level, the pred

icted probability increases from 42.3% to 75.3%, an increase of approximately 33.0

%p.

Perception of Military Threat: China 
(Scale 0-1)

.407**

(.183)

.062**

(.028)

Respondents who perceive China as a military threat to Korea have, on average, a 6.

2%p higher predicted probability of holding a positive impression.

Evaluation of Japanese 
Government’s Attitude Towards 
Korea (Scale 1-5)

.186**

(.084)

.028**

(.012)

For each one-unit increase in positive evaluations of the Japanese government’s attitu

de toward Korea, the predicted probability of holding a positive impression increases b

y an average of 2.8%p. Moving from the lowest to the highest level of evaluation, the 

predicted probability increases from 50.2% to 61.6%, an increase of approximately 

11.4%p. 

Note: Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses. *** p < .01, ** p < .05. The table presents only independent variables from the full model that are statistically signif
icant at the 5% level. The full regression results, including control variables, are reported in Appendix Table 1.

Key Explanatory Variables Associated with South Korean Respondents’ Impressions of Japan (2026)



Statistically Significant Variables 
Logit Coefficie

nt
Average Margin

al Effect
Interpretation

Experience Visiting Korea
(Scale 0-1)

1.035***
(.203)

.129***
(.026)

Respondents who have visited Korea had, on average, a 12.9 percentage-point 
higher predicted probability of holding a positive impression of Korea.

Consumption of Korean Popular Cultur
e 
(Scale 1-5)

.682***
(.073)

.079***
(.007)

For each one-unit increase in the level of Korean popular culture consumption, t
he predicted probability of holding a positive impression increased by an averag
e of 7.9%p. Increasing consumption from the lowest to the highest level, the pre
dicted probability increases from 22.2% to 61.9%, an increase of 39.7%p.

Evaluation of Korean Government’s 
Attitude Towards Japan 
(Scale 1-5)

.634***
(.121)

.073***
(.013)

For each one-unit increase in positive evaluations, the predicted probability of h
olding a positive impression increases by an average of 7.3 %p. When this evalu
ation increases from the lowest to highest level, the predicted probability increas
es from 21.6% to 53.8%, an increase of 32.2%p. 

Impression of Korean Leader
(Scale 1-5)

.629***
(.123)

.073***
(.014)

A one-unit increase in positive impressions of the Korean leader, increases predic
ted probability by an average of 7.3%p. From the lowest to highest level, the pr
edicted probability increases from 23.0% to 54.9%, an increase of 31.9%p. 

Strengthening ROK–Japan Economic Co
operation
(Scale 1-3) 

.551**
(.168)

.064***
(.019)

For each one-unit increase in support, the predicted probability increases by an 
average of 6.4%p. When support increases from the lowest to highest level, the 
predicted probability increases from 27.5% to 40.5%, an increase of 13.0%p.

Evaluation of Japan-China Relations 
(Scale 1-5)

.312**
(.13)

.036**
(.015)

For each one-unit increase in positive evaluations, the predicted probability incre
ases by an average of 3.6%p. From the lowest to the highest level, the predicted 
probability increases from 33.3% to 48.3%, an increase of 15.0%p.

Perception of Military Threat: China 
(Scale 0-1)

−.549** 
(.264)

−.065** 
(.032)

Respondents who perceive China as a military threat had, on average, a 6.5%p l
ower predicted probability of holding a positive impression of Korea than thos
e who didn’t.  

Note: Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses. *** p < .01, ** p < .05. The table presents only independent variables from the full model that are statistically signif
icant at the 5% level. The full regression results, including control variables, are reported in Appendix Table 2.

Key Explanatory Variables Associated with Japanese Respondents’ Impressions of Korea (2026)



Trust in Counterpart Country

Q5. Do you think the counterpart country is a trustworthy partner for your country?
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A B C D E

Very trustworthy Somewhat trustworthy
Somewhat 

untrustworthy
Not trustworthy at all Neither / Don’t know

(%)

A 1.7

A

2.7

B

22.7

B

34.4

C

31.5

C

38.4

D

18.7

D

13.6

E

25.3

E

10.9

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

[Japanese Public]

Trust in South Korea

N=1552

[South Korean Public]

Trust in Japan

N=1547



Trust in Major Countries (2017–2026)

Do you think the United States/China/Japan is a trustworthy partner for South Korea?
(%)
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Q18. To prepare for the possibility of a security problem or crisis in East Asia, to what extent do you think Japan 
and South Korea should pursue security cooperation? Please select the response closest to your view.

Korea–Japan Security Cooperation in the Event of an East Asian Crisis

Copyright© 2026 East Asia Institute. All Rights Reserved.

A B C D E

Korea–Japan security 
cooperation should not be 

pursued

Cooperation should remain 
limited to areas such as 

information sharing and policy 
consultations, as at present

Practical cooperation should also be 
pursued, including joint exercises and 

mutual logistical support during 
operations (ACSA)

Closer security cooperation, 
including an alliance, should 
be pursued within the ROK–

U.S.–Japan framework

Don’t know
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Views on Trilateral ROK–U.S.–Japan Military and Security Cooperation

A B C

Positive Negative Neither
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Q19. What do you think about strengthening trilateral military and security cooperation among 
South Korea, the United States, and Japan? (%)



Future of Korea-Japan Economic Cooperation

Q16. Which of the following best reflects your views on the future of economic cooperation 
between South Korea and Japan?

A B C D E

Economic cooperation 
should be reduced

The current level of 
economic cooperation is 

appropriate

South Korea should join the 
Comprehensive and 

Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(CPTPP)

We should establish a “Korea-Japan 
Economic Community” to promote 

economic integration and jointly address 
common challenges

Don’t know
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Q16-a. (Asked only of respondents who selected “strengthen cooperation” in Q16.) 
Why do you think Korea–Japan economic cooperation should be further strengthened?

Reasons for Strengthening Korea–Japan Economic Cooperation

Both countries are deeply 
interdependent in trade, 

investment, supply chains, 
advanced technologies, and other 

areas

The future will be bleak if South 
Korea and Japan do not cooperate 

amid U.S.–China rivalry and 
conflict

Cooperation with Japan is 
necessary to respond to China’s 

strong manufacturing capacity and 
advanced technological 

capabilities

Korea–Japan economic 
cooperation is necessary to 
strengthen ROK–U.S.–Japan 

cooperation

Don’t know

Copyright© 2026 East Asia Institute. All Rights Reserved.
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5. Policy Implications

• Impressions → Trust → Policy Cooperation

• Differences in public sentiment between the two countries

• From improving relations to policy cooperation
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U . S . - K O R E A  A L L I A N C E

Views of the United States and President Trump
Q25-26. Favorable impressions of the U.S. and President Trump

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% Favorable View of the U.S.

30.3%

40.7%

66.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Favorable View of Trump

4.8%
11.2%

28.2%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 03



U . S . - K O R E A  A L L I A N C E  

Distrust Targets the President, Not the Alliance
Q26 & Q28. Favorable view of Trump vs. trust in the U.S. as a reliable partner, by ideology

Trust the U.S. as a Reliable Partner Favorable View of Trump

33.6%
36.6%

62.5%

4.8%

11.2%

28.2%

Liberal Moderate Conservative

Liberal gap +28.8pp Moderate gap +25.4pp Conservative gap +34.3pp

In every ideological group, trust in the U.S. as an ally runs well ahead of approval of Trump personally — even among conservatives, the gap is +34pp. The alliance's credibility problem 
is concentrated in its current leader, not the partnership itself.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 04



U . S . - K O R E A  A L L I A N C E

If the Alliance Isn't Enough, What Comes Next?
Q32-a. Among those who see the alliance as insufficient: what response is needed? (top 2 choices, % selecting)

Liberal Moderate Conservative

68.8%

25.6%

36.3%

67.6%

67.8%

47.1%

28.4%

37.9%

71.2%

64.3%

35.8%

28.6%

Military Buildup & Self-Reliance

Strengthen Ties with Japan, Australia, Europe

Improve Relations with China

Improve Inter-Korean Relations

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 05



U . S . - K O R E A  A L L I A N C E

OPCON Transfer — the Sharpest Ideological Divide
Q34. Views on wartime operational control (OPCON) transfer, expected 2027-28

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% Positive on OPCON Transfer

78.9%

50.0%

33.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% "Alliance Alone Is Sufficient"

60.7%
54.8%

70.5%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

Δ 45.3pp
OPCON transfer shows the widest ideological gap of any security issue — liberals favor self-reliance, conservatives favor the 
status quo.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 02



P E R C E P T I O N S  O F  C H I N A

Threat Perception Is Bipartisan, Trust Is Not
Q40-41. China's threat level and whether China is a trustworthy partner

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% View China as Threatening

82.9% 82.9%
90.4%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Trust China as a Partner

26.4%

12.0% 11.5%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

82%+
Over 80% of every ideological group sees China as threatening — a rare bipartisan consensus. Trust, however, is more than 
double among liberals.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 07



K O R E A ' S  D I P L O M A T I C  S T R A T E G Y  I N  U . S . - C H I N A  C O M P E T I T I O N

Conservatives Bandwagon, Liberals Hedge
Q48. What stance should Korea take between the U.S. and China?

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% "Closer to U.S., Distance from China"

11.6%

26.8%

52.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% "Closer to Both U.S. and China"

54.6%

40.1%

28.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 08



B E Y O N D  T H E  P E N I N S U L A  — R E G I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y

Taiwan Strait: Korea Sees Its Stake Beyond the Peninsula
Q43-44. Likelihood of a China-Taiwan military clash, and its relevance to Korea's national interest

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% See Cross-Strait Conflict as Likely

44.9% 44.9%

54.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Say It Matters to Korea's National Interest

73.3%

65.0%

79.5%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

65%+
Across every ideological group, a clear majority (65%+) views Taiwan Strait tensions as consequential for Korea — evidence that 
Koreans increasingly see their security interests as extending beyond the peninsula itself.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 09



R E S P O N S E  T O  N O R T H  K O R E A ' S  N U C L E A R  T H R E A T

Support for Nuclear Armament — Bipartisan but Uneven
Q20. Support for nuclear armament if the North Korean nuclear threat persists

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% Support S. Korea Going Nuclear

60.3%
68.3%

76.5%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Support Japan Going Nuclear

14.4%

20.9%

34.1%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

69%
South Korean nuclear armament draws over 60% support across every ideological group — a rare bipartisan issue. Support for a 
nuclear Japan is far more cautious.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 10



M I D D L E  E A S T  C R I S I S  ( U . S . - I R A N  W A R )

A Modest but Telling Gap on Military Contribution
Q36. What contribution should Korea make to the U.S.-Iran war?

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% "No Support Needed"

19.8%
17.2%

9.6%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Support Military Contribution

2.7% 5.1%
11.3%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

Δ 8.6pp
Support for military contribution (e.g., escorting Hormuz Strait shipping) is low overall, but conservative support is over four
times that of liberals.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 11



K O R E A - J A P A N  &  T R I L A T E R A L  S E C U R I T Y  C O O P E R A T I O N

The Divide Is Over "How Much," Not "Whether"
Q18-19. Support for expanded Korea-Japan cooperation and trilateral (ROK-US-Japan) cooperation

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% Support Expanded Korea-Japan Coop.

32.0%

43.5%

63.9%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Positive on Trilateral Cooperation

54.4%
61.8%

79.0%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

63% Even among liberals, 63% support at least some cooperation — the real dispute is whether to scale it up to alliance-level.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 06



N A T I O N A L  V I S I O N  — W H A T  K I N D  O F  C O U N T R Y  S H O U L D  K O R E A  B E

A Shared Vision, with One Notable Split
Q24. What international role should Korea pursue? (% selecting, by ideology)

Liberal Moderate Conservative

34.1%

35.3%

21.0%

8.9%

29.8%

32.8%

20.3%

7.7%

32.4%

32.2%

28.6%

5.3%

Peace-Oriented State (peninsula stability & exchange)

Trade & Technology Power

Responsible, Norms-Based Middle Power

Great Power Leading the Global Order

+7.6pp
The overall vision is widely shared — peace and trade/tech identities lead for everyone. The one real split: conservatives are 
notably more drawn to a rules-based "responsible middle power" role. Ambition for outright great-power status stays low across 
the board.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 12



O U T L O O K  O N  K O R E A ' S  F U T U R E

Ideology Also Shapes Optimism and Pessimism
Q49-50. Outlook for Korea by 2050 and whether Korea's "best days" lie ahead

Liberal Moderate Conservative

% Optimistic About Korea's Future

63.2%

41.1% 44.2%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

% Say "Best Days Are Behind Us"

19.1%

33.2%
39.0%

Liberal Moderate Cons.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (nationwide, age 18+, n=1,547, Jul 20-21, 2026) 13



K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S

Four Findings

01 Views of the U.S. are the deepest fault line — but the target is Trump, not the alliance

Trust in the U.S. and support for OPCON transfer diverge by up to 45 points across ideology. Yet trust in the U.S. as a partner consistently outruns approval 
of Trump himself by 25-34 points — the credibility problem is personal, not structural.

02 China threat perception is bipartisan; strategy toward it is not

Over 80% across the spectrum see China as a threat. Nationally, hedging (39.9%) edges out bandwagoning with the U.S. (32.2%) — but conservatives lean 
toward bandwagoning while liberals favor hedging between both powers.

03 Korea's security horizon is expanding beyond the peninsula

65%+ across every ideological group say Taiwan Strait tensions matter to Korea's national interest — and the alliance's "next step" already splits between 
allied cooperation (conservatives) and inter-Korean engagement (liberals).

04 The national vision is shared; policy evaluations are not

Koreans broadly agree on a peace- and trade-oriented national identity. But evaluations of the same U.S. policies (cost-sharing, tariffs) split by which side 
supports the government — partisanship, not the policy itself, drives the verdict.

Source: 2026 EAI-IHJ Korea-Japan Mutual Perception Survey (n=1,547)  ·  East Asia Institute (EAI)
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Public Forum Survey 
Overview

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Survey Overview
The 2026 Japan –Korea Public Opinion Poll was jointly conducted by the International House of Japan and the East Asia Institute. This deck 

presents the Japan results.

Survey title 2026 Japan –Korea Public Opinion Poll

Survey area Japan (this deck presents the Japan results)

Questions 53 questions in total (Q1 confirmed consent to participate)

Release Joint International Press Conference, August 3, 2026

Valid responses Japan n=1,552 (2025 survey: n=1,037)

Tabulation Overall totals and cross -tabulations by gender and age

Partners International House of Japan / East Asia Institute (South Korea)

Scope Japan results (see EAI materials for the South Korea results)

Percentages are rounded to one decimal place. Totals are calculated from raw counts and may not equal the sum of displayed fi gur es. Questions with wording or response options 

that differ from the 2025 survey are marked “Reference comparison” on the relevant slide.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, p.3 02



Press 
Conference

Key Findings Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Key Findings from the Japan Survey

1 Favorable Views of South Korea Improve

Favorable views of South Korea total 35.3%, up 10.5 points from 

24.8% in 2025. Unfavorable views total 44.1% (51.0% in 2025).

2 Trust Remains Low

Only 24.5% rate South Korea as trustworthy, while 50.2% rate it as not 

trustworthy.

3 A Majority Recognizes the Relationship’s Importance

Those rating Japan –Korea relations as important total 57.0% (54.1% in 

2025).

4 Steady Support for Japan –U.S. –ROK Security Cooperation

Support for stronger trilateral cooperation totals 51.2% (51.7% in 2025). 

China is seen as a threat by 74.9%, North Korea by 71.9%, and Russia by 

59.1%.

5 Views of the U.S., China, and Taiwan Differ Sharply

Taiwan: 74.5% favorable. U.S.: 39.0% favorable, 38.3% unfavorable. 

China: 81.1% unfavorable. U.S. trust: 47.0% “not trustworthy.”

6 Views Diverge on Japan’s Role in a Taiwan Contingency

A Taiwan Strait crisis matters to 75.8%, but Japan’s role divides opinion 

across five options (22.5%, 20.8%, 14.1%, 11.7%, 9.0%); 21.8% don’t know.

Unit: %. Percentages are rounded to one decimal place. Totals are calculated from raw counts and may not equal the sum of dis pla yed figures.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.5 –66 03

Public Forum



Press 
Conference

Japan – Korea 
Relations

| Year -on -Year 
Comparison

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Q6 Impressions of the Other Country
What impression do you have of South Korea?

2025 vs. 2026

2025 → 2026

Previous survey 

(2025)N=1,037
22.4 24.2 32.1 18.9

Current survey (2026)

N=1,552
6.7 28.6 20.6 24.3 19.8

Response option 2025 2026 Change

Have a good impression (2025: very good 
impression)

2.4 6.7 +4.3pt

Have a somewhat good impression 22.4 28.6 +6.2pt

Neither 24.2 20.6 −3.6pt

Have a somewhat unfavorable 
impression (2025: somewhat bad 
impression)

32.1 24.3 −7.8pt

Have an unfavorable impression (2025: very bad 
impression)

18.9 19.8 +0.9pt

Favorable (total) 24.8 35.3 +10.5pt

Unfavorable (total) 51.0 44.1 −6.9pt

Unit: %. Some response wording differed in the 2025 survey. Percentages are rounded to one decimal place. Totals are calculat ed from raw counts and may not equal the sum of displayed 

figures.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, p.9 04
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Favorable Views, Trust, 
and Importance

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Three Indicators: Favorable Views, Trust, and Importance
Favorable views improved from 2025, but trust remains low. A majority recognizes the importance of the relationship.

Q6 Impressions of South Korea

“Good impression” + “Somewhat good 
impression”

35.3
% +10.5 pts from 2025

“Unfavorable” totals 44.1% (51.0% in 2025)

Q10 Is South Korea a trustworthy partner?

“Very trustworthy” + “Somewhat 
trustworthy”

24.5
%

“Not trustworthy” totals 50.2%; “Neither” is 25.3%

Q12 Importance of Japan –Korea relations

“Important” + “Somewhat important”

57.0
% +2.9 pts from 2025

“Not important” totals 26.5% (30.2% in 2025)

Unit: %. Single response, n=1,552; 2025 n=1,037. Figures are rounded; totals use raw counts and may differ from displayed sum s.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.9 / 15 / 18 05
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Reasons for 
Impressions

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Reasons for Favorable and Unfavorable Views of South Korea
Travel and popular culture lead the reasons for favorable views; history and territorial issues lead the reasons for unfavora ble views.

Q7 Reasons for a favorable view of South Korea (favorable group only)
n=548

Attractive for travel, food, shopping, and tourism 53.6

Appealing popular culture — K-pop, dramas, films, and sports 50.7

South Koreans seem friendly and approachable 17.9

South Korea is important to Japan’s security 17.5

Japan and South Korea share values such as freedom and democracy 10.6

Q8 Reasons for an unfavorable view (unfavorable group only) n=685

Criticism of Japan and anti -Japanese sentiment are strong 49.3

Japan –Korea agreements and commitments over issues such as 
former wartime laborers and comfort women are not being fully 
honored

35.9

Dissatisfaction with South Korea’s handling of history issues 35.3

The dispute over Takeshima 31.4

Negative personal experiences or impressions of South Koreans 12.6

Unit: %. Up to two responses; totals exceed 100%. Top five items shown (see the Reference Tables for all items). Q7 was asked on ly of respondents with a favorable view of South 

Korea (n=548), and Q8 only of those with an unfavorable view (n=685); these results do not represent all respondents.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.11 –12 06
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History Issues and 
Cooperation

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

History Issues and Practical Cooperation
Views on history issues are divided rather than concentrated in one position. Security and rebuilding trust rank among the to p future priorities.

Q19 History issues and cooperation n=1,552

32.6 17.6 32.0 17.8

Cooperation may help resolve history issues 32.6%

No cooperation before resolving history issues 17.6%

Difficult regardless of cooperation 32.0% Don’t 

know

17.8%

“Cooperation can move the issues toward resolution” (32.6%) and “Resolution is 

difficult regardless of cooperation” (32.0%) express different views and are not 

combined.

Q16 Future priorities (up to two responses) n=1,55

2
Security cooperation on North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats 30.2

Restore mutual trust between Japan and South Korea 29.0

Expand youth exchanges and mutual understanding 26.4

Seek to resolve issues over differing views of history 22.3

Advance cooperation in trade, technology, and supply chains 15.5

Unit: %. Q19 is single response. Q16 allows up to two responses, so totals exceed 100% (top five items shown). Percentages ar e rounded to one decimal place. Totals are calculated 

from raw counts and may not equal the sum of displayed figures.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.24 / 29 07
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Economic 
Relations

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Japan –Korea Economic Complementarity and Future Cooperation
More respondents see the two economies as complementary (40.8%) than competitive (28.2%). “Don’t know” is the largest respons e on the future direction of cooperation.

Q25 Japan –Korea economic 
relations n=1,552

(A) The economies complement each other  (B) The economies compete

6.9 33.9 31.0 16.5 11.7

A: close 6.9% A: lean 33.9% Neither / DK 31.0%

B: lean 16.5% B: close 11.7%

Q26 Future economic cooperation n=1,55

2

Don’t know 32.3

The current level is appropriate 23.3

Expand trade and investment through CPTPP accession 22.0

Economic cooperation should be reduced 13.0

Promote integration toward a Japan –Korea economic community 9.4

Unit: %. Single response. Full Q26 wording: Reference Tables. Figures are rounded; totals use raw counts and may differ from dis played sums.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.35 / 36 08
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Japan – U.S. – ROK Security 
Cooperation

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Support for Japan –U.S. –ROK Security Cooperation
Support for stronger trilateral cooperation (51.2%) exceeds opposition (20.3%). Institutionalized and practical cooperation t oge ther account for 

47.7%.

Q29 Strengthen trilateral security 

cooperation?

n=1,55

2
13.5 37.7 12.3 8.0 28.5

Support 13.5% Tend to support 37.7% Tend to oppose 12.3% Oppose 8.0% Neither / DK 28.5%

Q28 How far should trilateral security cooperation 

go?

n=1,55

2
24.9 22.7 17.3 6.6 28.5

Institutional 

cooperation

24.9% Practical 22.7% Limit cooperation 17.3% Do not pursue 6.6% Don’t know 28.5%

Unit: %. Single response. Full Q28 wording: Reference Tables. Figures are rounded; totals use raw counts and may differ from dis played sums.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.39 / 40 09
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Reasons for Support 
and Opposition

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Why Respondents Support or Oppose Cooperation
China’s military rise and the North Korea challenge lead the reasons for support. Among opponents, the top reason is difficul ty building security trust because of different views of history.

Q30 Reasons for support (supporters only) n=794

Constrain China’s military rise and influence 56.9

Address North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs 55.0

Maintain the U.S. -centered security architecture 36.3

Deepen Japan –Korea trust and cooperation 29.5

Q31 Reasons for opposition n=315

Different views of history make it difficult for Japan and South 
Korea to build trust in the security field

43.5

Trilateral military cooperation could heighten regional tensions 32.4

Concern about Chinese opposition or retaliatory measures 23.5

Worsening China ties would harm Japan’s economy and security 22.5

Unit: %. Multiple responses; totals exceed 100%. Q30: supporters in Q29 (n=794); Q31: opponents (n=315). Conditional results do not represent all respondents.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.41 / 42 10
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III Defense Perceptions | Year -on -Year 
Comparison

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Q36 Countries and Regions Seen as Military Threats to Japan
Which of the following countries or regions do you regard as military threats to Japan? Select all that apply.

2025 vs. 2026

2025 → 2026

Note 2025 used different wording (“Which are threats to Japan?”); results are not directly comparable.

2025 survey  N=1,037 2026 survey  N=1,552

0 20 40 60 80% Change

China
68.7
74.9 +6.2pt

North Korea
55.1
71.9 +16.8pt

Russia
52.3
59.1 +6.8pt

United States
16.7
13.9 −2.8pt

South Korea
14.6
8.2 −6.4pt

Middle East
7.7
8.2 +0.5pt

India
8.4
2.9 −5.5pt

European Union (EU)
2.2
2.0 −0.2pt

Vietnam
6.8
1.5 −5.3pt

Other
0.6
0.2 −0.4pt

Don’t know
12.8
9.9 −2.9pt

Unit: %. Multiple responses; totals exceed 100%. Detailed data: Reference Tables, p.48

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, p.48 11
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Impressions 
and Trust

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Impressions and Trust toward the U.S., China, and Taiwan
Views of the three differ sharply: Taiwan receives the most favorable ratings; favorable and unfavorable views of the United States are nearly even; and unfavorable views dominate for China.

Country / Question Favorable (total) Unfavorable (total) Trustworthy (total) Not trustworthy (total)

United States

Q38 / Q41

39.0 % 38.3 % 34.7 % 47.0 %

China

Q43 / Q46

5.6 % 81.1 % 3.0 % 83.7 %

Taiwan

Q48

74.5 % 5.7 % — (not asked) — (not asked)

Unit: %. Single response, n=1,552. No trust question was asked about Taiwan. Unfavorable views total 70.9% for U.S. President Trump (Q39) and 78.9% for Chinese President Xi Jinping (Q44).

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.51 –61 12
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Taiwan 
Strait

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Significance and Likelihood of a Taiwan Strait Crisis
While 75.8% see a Taiwan Strait crisis as important to Japan’s national interests, the largest share (43.6%) are unsure wheth er one will occur within the next few years.

Q50 Importance of Taiwan Strait risk to Japan’s national interests n=1,55

2
40.9 34.9 19.3

Important 40.9% Fairly important 34.9% Less important 2.8% Not important 2.1% Don’t 

know

19.3%

Q49 Likelihood of a China –Taiwan military crisis within the next few 

years

n=1,55

2
36.9 19.6 43.6

Likely 36.9% Unlikely 19.6% Don’t 

know

43.6%

Unit: %. Single response, n=1,552. In Q49, 43.6% answered “Don’t know.” Percentages are rounded to one decimal place. Totals are calculated from raw counts and may not equal the sum of displayed 

figures.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.62 / 63 13
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U.S., China & Taiwan Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Q52 Japan’s Involvement in a Taiwan Contingency
If China conducts military operations involving force in the Taiwan Strait, the United States responds militarily, and the si tua tion has 

a major impact on security around Japan, how far should Japan become involved? (Full question: Reference Tables, p.65)

Sample

n=1,552

0 10 20 30

%

If Japan’s security is seriously affected, respond with the United States, including possible SDF force 22.5

Avoid SDF use of force, but provide logistical support to U.S. forces — including base access, fuel, transport, maintenance, and m edical support 20.8

Avoid military involvement; rely on diplomacy, sanctions, humanitarian aid, and evacuation support 14.1

Limit Japan’s role to intelligence, surveillance, missile defense, evacuations, and stronger defense around Japan 11.7

Japan should not become involved in military conflict in the Taiwan Strait 9.0

Don’t know 21.8

Unit: %. Single response, n=1,552. Responses do not converge on one policy; 21.8% answered “Don’t know.” Percentages are roun ded to one decimal place. Totals are calculated 

from raw counts and may not equal the sum of displayed figures.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, p.65 14
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Generational 
Patterns

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Favorable Views and Perceived Importance by Age
Favorable views of South Korea are highest among younger respondents, while the relationship’s importance is rated highly by bot h younger and older groups. The two indicators follow different patterns.

Q6 Favorable Q12 Important

0 20 40 60 80%

Ages 18 –19  n=33
75.8
63.6

20s  n=174
47.1
63.8

30s  n=186
32.8
47.3

40s  n=238
34.9
47.1

50s  n=268
28.4
51.5

60s  n=221
34.8
60.6

Age 70+  n=432
33.3
65.0

Unit: %. Age results combine simplified cross -tabulation cells (gender × age). Ages 18 –19 have a small sample (n=33) and should be treated as indicative only.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.9 / 18 15
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Recap Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Recap

Core Finding Favorable views of South Korea improved from 2025, while trust remains low. Even so, a majority recognizes the 

importance of Japan –Korea relations and the need for practical cooperation.

Security Concern about China and North Korea underpins steady support for Japan –U.S. –ROK security cooperation (51.2%, versus 51.7% in 202 5).

External Perceptions Views of the United States, China, and Taiwan vary across favorability, trust, strategic importance, and specific policy pref erences.

Undecided Respondents Across many questions, 20 –30% answer “Don’t know.” A substantial undecided group appears on Japan’s role in a Taiwan 

contingency (21.8%), the extent of trilateral cooperation (28.5%), and the future of Japan –Korea economic cooperation (32.3%).

Unit: %. All figures are from the Japan survey (n=1,552).

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp.5 –66 16
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Detailed 
Data

Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll 2026 | Japan Results

Detailed Data and Website Information

Website

Additional information will be posted on the website as it becomes available.

Reference Tables All 53 questions, response options, and results (67 pages); included in today’s handout.

Not comparable Q11, Q15, Q32, Q36, and Q42 use wording or response options that differ from the previous survey; 

direct year -on -year comparisons are therefore not possible. The relevant slides identify these cases.

Conditional 

questions

Q4, Q5, Q7, Q8, Q13, Q14, Q22 –Q24, Q27, Q30, and Q31 were asked only of specified respondent groups 

and do not represent all respondents.

International House of Japan × East Asia 

Institute

Data: Tables, pp . 67 17
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Questions 
and Answers

2026 Japan – Korea Public Opinion Poll | Japan Results
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